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TO THE 
| COURTEOUS READER, 


g2efO0w this boneſt Diſcourſe may 
v9 [9 relliſh with thee, 1 know 
WB rot : Yet if it prove Medici- 
So" nal, the ſeaſon I am ſure, is 
good and proper enough for it, and, it 
matters not much, though- it ſhould be 
leſs palatable, Two deſperately-malig- 
nant humors it hath to encounter and wor 
pon, Faction and Profaneneſs, both of 
them now almoſt grown Epidemical. God 
Almighty ſend it a Succels anſwerable to © 
the ſincere intentions of him that tenders 
it. But, if thou art Friend to an Order- 
ly Piety and Chriſtian Life, He may 
promiſe himſelf, moreover, thy accep- 
tance and Prayers : And that is all, 
#2 which 


The Epiſtle to the Reader: 


* which 1 have to defere of T hee on his be- 
half : Unleſs it be this point. of common 
Juſtice, that thou .Read it over without 
prejudice, and conſzder of it, before thou 
paſs cenſure : But This too 1 ſhould r4- 
ther commend unto thee for thy own Be- 
nefit, becauſe Spiritual Phyſeck Operates 
not like to Bodily, whether we think on it, 
or no. | $4 
| Farewell. 


(1) 


ol 
Lent Sermon. 


_— And all the people ſhall anſwer, and 


ſay Amen. 


\ T 15a moſt excellent Devotional Service,which "2-H 
our Church hath charitably provided for the He, 9nd 
Beginning of Lent in the Commination pre- monia:/ed now 
ſcribedato be uſed on Aſbwedenſday (and at 240917 dhe 
by. other times * of Solemn Humiliation, where: im nno die, 
the Ordinary ſhall appoint) as one of the moſt proper 1 ſep. 54 
Helps and Expedients ſhe could furniſh Penitents with, in the Liwrgic 


that looſe and degenerate Age, wherein our Lot is fal- of Edward 6; 


len, which is impatient of a ſeverer Diſcipline z namely, NT 


That, according to the Pattern ſet us, in this Chapter prin- wedniſda;wr 
cipally, the General Sentences of Gods Curſes againit in: er enlarged 


to diverstim: - 


penitent ſinners be diitindly pronounced in the preſence of of the year, 
all the People, and that every one that hears them. ſhould withan «/ 


-(Þ.; alty onlyro (ic 
anſwer as diſtinaly unto each Sentence, Amen. DE of 


But ſuch is the Licentiouſneſs and Profaneneſs of our Lt. Sec tir. 
Generation, that, inſtead of defiring and promoting the #7 
x ND + 8 A L Eſtrange”s: 
Reſtoration of Primitive Diſcipline, we will not vouch- ;1;.vc: »f vi- 
ſafe to come up ſo much as Thus far. We makelight vine offices. 
of Ch. 11. p.318. 
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of ſin, and ſlight the Calls of God and his Church un- 
toRepentance z and live, as if we thought that the 
happineſs and Salvation of the World to come, were 
worthy but of very little Care and Labour and Pains 
in our ſtriving to ſecure it here. We have foundout 
new and eafie wayes and methods to Heaven, which 
the Primitive Chriſtians, the Church of Chriſt from the 
Beginning were never acquainted withz wayes to Hea- 
ven without Repentance, without confefling and for- 
ſaking our ſins, and bringing forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance. We are not for going ſo far about, but a 
nearer Cut, a direQer Paſlage of our own deviſing, a 
Leap as it were from Hell to Heaveny or hugging our 
fins all the dayes of our Life, at Deb and the Grave 
to part and ſhake hands with them. \We have time e- 
nough to ſpare for Worldly pleaſures and divertiſements; 
but when Religion challengeth our attendance, we have 
no leiſure at all for it. We can ſpend hours and days 
freely'enough in Viſits, in Sports, in Drinking, and 
'tis well ſometimes if not in worſe imployments : But, 
Oh ! how Scrzpulous do we ſeem,m Conſcience of tak- 
ing any part from our ſix working dayes and Devoting 
it unto God |! 

Pardon me, Beloved, if upon this occaſion, I fpeak 
ſomewhat plainly and freely to you. A Pan-Cake Bell, 
as we call jr, upon Shrove-Tueſday, though no Autho- 
_ rity injoyn it, will eafily draw men from the works of 

their Callings, and every one 1s free and forward enough 
in hearkning to the Summons of it. What a General 
Rendefvouz and Croud of People is there every where 
uſually upon it ! But the Bells may Call loud enough 
and Chime long enough upon the Af-Wedenſday after 
3 (and that by Authority too both of Church and 
State) yet few or none will take the warning given 
them, to lay aſide their Worldly buſineſs for a while, 
to 


to. reſort to the Congregation, there to Confels their 
Sins, and. give proof of their Repentance, and Humble 
themſelves together before Almighty God, in order to 
the procuring of his Forgiveneſs and Bleſking. 
. Nor tis this all. I would it were. - Too many there 
| are, that are gone a depree farther in their Impiety. 
They content not themſelves with ab/taining from the 
Charches Service, but they fit down alſo in the Char 
of the Scormer. They Scott at, and Deride, Revile, 
and Bl that moſt excellent Service which we 
then perform, asa Seperſiztzons, Fooliſh or Wicked thang, 
an »ncharitable Curſfing of our ſelves and others, &c. Of 
whom I muſt fay, as St. Fxde manother Caſe, © Theſe 
« ſpeak eytl of thoſe things, which they know not, za. 10. 
« but what they know Naturally, as Brute Beaſts, in 
& thoſe things they corrupt themſelves. 
Alas! None of thoſe Perfons conſider, what a = 
yocation it is unto God Almighty, zz the dayes and ſea- 
fons of his Grace to hardex: their Hearts againſt hin : 
How dear it coſt his People of old in the Wilderneſs, 
unto whom therefore ©he {ware in his wrath, that they P/al. 95- 
< ſhould not enter into his Reſt : How diſmal a Requi- 
tal he hath threatned unto fuch, Prov. x. ch. < Becauſe 
* ] haye called and ye refuſed, I have ftretched out my 
«* hand andno man regarded ; but ye have ſet at nought 
< all my Counſel, and would none of my Reproof ; 
*I ao will Laugh at your Calamity, and Mock when 
« your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as Deſu- 
«lation, and your deſtru&ion cometh as a Whirlewind, 
* when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you : Then 
< ſhall they call upon me, faith He, but I will not an- 
« {wer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find 
« me; for that they hated Knowledge, and did not 
< chuſe the fear of the Lord; they would none of my 
« Counſe), they defpiſcd all my reproof ; Therefore ſhall | 
they 6 
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they eat of the Fruit of their 'own way, and be filled 
<1with their own devices. — Theſe Perſons think not, 
how implacable God hath declared himſelf upon fuch 2 
like miſcarriage, as this of theirs is. You have a full and- 
lively Picture of it drawn for your view, Jſa. 22: 12. &c; 


< Inthat day did the ,Lord of Hoſts call to- weeping: 


« and mourning, and to baldneſs and to girding wi 

< Sack-cloath ; and behold joy and gladnels,flaying Ox- 
% enand killing Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking Wine, 
(laying with the Epicurean Drolls of all Agel «Let: 
< us eat and drink, for to morrow we die. And it was 
< revealed in my ears by the Lord of Hoſts, (faith the 
< Prophet) ſurely this Iniquity ſhall not be purged from 
< you till ye die, faith the Lord God of Hoſts. -— Nor 
do I aggravate the matter here by this Companion 'be- 
yond what is Juſt and. Right - For whenſoever our Go- 
wernors, both in Church and State, do by their Laws and 
Orders call us to Mourning and Faſting and Humiliation, 
we are to look upon it and\\nterpret it, as if God himſelf 


: call d ws by them therennto ;\" and he expects we ſhould 
' 2s, take the warning, which they as his Deputies, give us, 


and conſtrues oxr deſpiſing of them, - as 4 contempt to 
himſelf, by whoſe Authority they AF ; And ſo alſo of old 
he gave the warning to his People, according to that of 
the Prophet Joel, ch. 2. <Blow the /Trumpet, Sariftifie 
<a Faſt,. Call a Solemn' Aſſembly ; Gather the People; 
« Sandtifie the Congregation; Aſſemble the Elders; ga- 
«ther the Children and thoſe that ſuck the. Breaſts ; 
*Let the Bride-groom go forth of his Chamber, and 
< the Bride outotf her Cloſet; Let the Prieſts, the Mi- 
<*niſters of the Lord, weep between the Porch and the 
« Altar, and let them fay, ſpare thy -People, O Lord! 
—- This you fee, is the 1ruth of the Caſe, we are all 
herein Tranſgretlors; though it may be aggravated in 
ſome by their Contumacy,and mitigated in others by their 
Sedndion and Inadvertency. Be- 
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 Beſeechwe God of his infinite mercy therefore, tha 

he lay not this great Tniquity to the Charge of this ſin- 
fil Kingdom ! Pray we; as Moſes did for the I/aelites, Der. 9. 27. 
«Look not O Lord, unto the ſtubbornneſs of this Peo- 
< ple, nor to their wickedneſs, nor to their ſin ! Or, 
as-we have it our Letary, — © From hardneſs of heart 
<« and contempt of thy Word aud Commandment, Good 
<Lord deliver us ! pf | 

However, upon all theſe Conſiderations laid tege- 
ther, I have purpoſely diverted unto the Text ever now 
Read; that I might meet with thoſe who will not fo 
much as afford their preſence at ſuch a Solemnity, and 
give them.that account ofthzs part of our Service,which 
may, by Gods Grace, engage them hereafter to a con- 
Cionable frequenting of it. 
_ And, that Imay do this with the better ſucceſs, I will 
Firit ſet before you the Law and Praftiſe; 4s it Stood 
among the Iſraelites 3 what wasthe Divine inſtitution and 
Ordinance among, them in this matter 3 and then Se- 
condly, ſhew you, how far we are fill concerned in it, or 
what this obſervance among them ſuggeſts to invite and 
juſtifie or vindicate our imitation. 

Firſt, It is gaod to conſider the Order, which the Lord 
kept with bis People in times paſt, as the Nonconformiſts 7:5. Lt. 
pin have ſometimes worded it upon other Occa- *'19* 
The Firſt proviſion about this we Read of Dexter. 
I E..26. &c, — Behold, faith Moſes, Iſet before you 1,gmmatio 
< this day a. Bleſſing and a Curſe (that is, Good and Poni; Diminu- 
Evil, Happynefſs and Miſery) © A Bleſſing, if ye obey 5 2 497 
< the Commandment of the Lord your God, which T ; 
«* Command you this day, and a Curſe if ye will not 
< obey. — Andit ſhall come to paſs, - faith he, whenthe 
«Lord thy God hath brought thee into the Land, whi- 
ther thou goeſt to Poſteſs it, that thou ſhalt put the 

B Bleſſing 
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«Bleſſing upon Mount Gerizzme, and the Curſe upon 

« Mount Ebel; Are they not on the other fide Fordar, 
4inſwarth in 8c? —— Thou ſhalt put, op/give, the Bleiſing Upon, or - 
Loce Towards, Mount Gerizizz (for ſo the Hebrew Prepofi-- 

tion Gzal ſometimes ſignifies) that is, cauſe 7t to be pro- 

n01nced there; and ſo the Curſe in hike manner Upon, 

or Towards, Mount Ebe/. Thou ſhalt ſee or take care 
Dndam cw4- that the Bleſſing and Curſe be given forth by the Prieits, 
"eb | 1 Reman the Levites, towards theſe Mountains reſpectively z by 
Yatablus. the Levites, I ſay, whoſe Office it was to .* teach Facob 
« Gods Judgments, and 1ſrae! his Law ; by whom God 
had before ordered'the Solemn Bleſling, ch. 10. and the 
Curſes too, as afterwards we find it. 

But of this ſame matter he ſpeaks more particu. . 
larly and diſtintly in This 27th Chapter. Pſal. 12. 8c. 
< Theſe ſhall ſtand on Mount Gerzzzmz, to bleſs the Peo- 
« ple, when ye are come over Fordar, Simeon, and Le- 
«2, and Judah, and Iſachar, and Foſeph, (under which, 
Ephraim and Manaſſeb) and Benjamin. Theſe ſhall 
Patablys, Atand on Mount Geriziz: to Bleſs the Reople, ad ar- 

diendam benedifionen, to hear the Bleſſing pronounced 
on the People for Obedience. © And theſe ſhall ſtand 
« upon Mount Ebel to Curſe, Rewber, Gad, and Aſher, 
« and Zebwulur, Dan 'and Naphtali, Theſe on Mount 
Ebel to Curſe, or for the Curſing , that is, in like man- 
ner, fo hear the Curſe denounced for Diſobedience. For 
the People were not on either Mountain to pronounce 
the Bleſſing or the Curſe, but to hear and witneſs unto 
both proclaimed by the Levites, as it follows. — © And 
< the Lez3tes ſhall ſpeak and ſay unto all the men of 1jrae! 
< with a loud voice, Curſed be (or, is) the man that 
<« maketh any Graven, or Molten Image, an abomina- 
«tzon to the Lord, the work of the hands of the Crafts- 
< man, and putteth it in a ſecret place : And all the 
« People ſhall anſwer, and ſay, Amer. Curſed a 

| [nt 


Dent, 33. 10, 
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© that ſetteth light by his Father or his Mother 3 And 
«all the People ſhall fay Amer. — &c. in Twelve parti- Hinferis mis 
culars, mn the end: of each of which it is preſcribed {till ,cq,,p On 
in. words at- length, © And all the Peopſe ſhall fay 1. | 
--CC Am en. * ; mt” | | 
. And as this Office was twice preſeribed by Moſes in 
the ame of God unto them, as we have ſeen, ſo after- 
wards we find it put i» prafice under Joſhua, -when he 
had Conducted thein over Fordaz: to tinis place. _ ' Foſh. 
8. 33. &c. * And all 17ael and their Elders, and Officers, 
< and their Juggs ſtood .on this fide the Ark, and on 
< that ſide, before the Prieſts, *the Levites, which bare 
<the Ar:of the Covenant. of the Lord, - as well the 
<ſtranger (that is, the Proſelite) as he that was born 
« among them. Half of them over againſt, Mount Gerz- 
« zzxz, and half of them over againſt Mount Ebel 3 as 
« Moſes the Seryant of the Lord had Commanded betore, 
.<«that they ſhould Bleſs the- People of Iſrael. Andaf- 
\<terwards heRead all the words of the Law, the Blef- 
«ſings and Curlings, according to all that is written in 
«the Book of the Law; there was not a, word of all 
<that Moſes Commanded, which Foſpna read not before 
< all the Congregation of {acl with the Women and 
< the little ones and the Strangers, that were Converſant 
« among them. | 

An auguſt and full aſſembly, we ſee, here, of the 
Rulers and all the People, Women and Children too, and 
Strangers (who had embraced their Religion) not except- 
ed. — And when Joſhnais ſaid to haye read all the Bleſ- 
ſings and Curſings according to all that was written in 
the Law, and as Moſes had Commanded, we muſt un- 
derſtand that he iſſued out his Warrazt, gave forth his 
Edit to the Prieſts the Levites herein to do their proper 
Office, and what they did at his Command 1s aſcribed to 
| him, as if he had done it. — And fo again, though 
B 2 | there 
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there be no- particular mention here of the Acclamati- 
ons of all the People anſwering and ſazing Amen, - yet 


.there can be no queſtion at all, but that ſo we. are to 


Vide Matium- 
#n Joſh. 8. 

p Non procul & 
Sicimsw. Antiq. 
L. 4+ C. ults 


ex juſtis Ma- 
tribus fami- 
tas. 


z 
o 


conceive of it, becauſe All is ſaid to be done by him ac- 
cording to all that was written by Moſes in the Bogk - of 
the Law abott it, where he had his Pattern as well as. 


Commiſſion given him, and in-which it was ſo ofters re- 
'peated, * Al/ the People ſhall ſay Amen. 


Concerning —_ place where theſe hes Mountains: 
ſtood, ſome difference there-is among ers,. 
which I ſhall not trouble you with. ſoles tefrbe 
them near/to Sichem, mn that is-the moſt — 
pinion, it being reported by Travellers into-thoſe parts, 
that near the Gate of that City was Jacobs Fountain, 


and ſorrewhat above that, .@ Mount ariſing with two Tops, 


as it were, one against the other, which: the Inhabitants 
thereabouts take for Gerizim azd- Ebel, the one upon. 
the Right hand, the other on the Left, fuppoling the 


Face: turned to the Eaft or Sun-rifing 5 Mount Gerizaye 
Southward, which -was accounted Dextrum mundi latus 


the Right ſjde of the World, and Mount Ebel North- 

ward, which hath been ever look'd upon as Male-omt- 

nat2 plaga, an ill-bodeing Coaſt. | I 
Now'tn the- Valley, | nur theſe two Mountains, 


as the ſtory tells us, was placed the Holy-Ark, and next 

'to that the Priei#s the. Levites which bore it, - and a/ 

Iſrael, Officers and People, in their ſeveral Tribes, on 

this fide and on that, _ of them vver againit- Mount 
Cmt 


Gerizim, and Half of over ggaini® Mount Ebel. 


That is, as we are told more particularly, Towards 
Mount Gerizims were the ſex heads of the Free Tribes, 
Liberarum filij wth their reſpeGtive Tribes, Sizzeor and Levi, and Ju- 
dah and Iſachar and Foſeph and Benjamin, all 'Children 
of the Free-Women, Rachel and Lea. And < Bleſſed- 
«neſs, the Apoſtle tells us, belongs to the Children of 

- the 
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& the Free-Woman. (Gal. 4. 22.31. —Upon-this Mount, 

-- afterwards the Samariters axe {aid to have Built their 
- Temple, taking.occaſion, it ſeems, from what. wasnow 4infworth in 
done therefor a_Superſtitious eoncett of the place - it ***""* 
ſelf: calling themſelves, Thoſe that belovg to the Bleſſed 
Mount. — And then .for Mount Ebel there were ſex o- Servarun fllij. 
there, 'the. Sons of ' the Bond-Wamen, Faur of them Born 
=_ iwo hand-maids, viz. 'Gad and After, the Sons of 

tpab, Leas band-maid, Dan and Naphtal of  Bilbah, 
Rachel's hand-maid;: But then, to make yp the zunber 
extx with thoſe on. the other fide, .two are added, that 
were Born indeed: of the Free, Reuber, the Eldeſt by 
Leab, but one. that had ;farferted hjs dignity. hy. defiling - 
his Fathers:Bedz, and: Zebuluzs the Lit of tbe. Sons by 
Leah alſo, and \fo:the leaft in Dignity. Fhas' the Peo- 
ple are divided-into two eqrel Choires, as it were, the 
one.on the Right-haxd, and: the other. on the Left, with. 
all.their.Faces-towards #he Ark.z .the'Bleſiingsto be Pro» Ora omnium' 
riounced .by the Leviter, towards:ithoſe.on. Mount Ge+ +44 rue 
rizize, and the Curſes towards:thoſe on Mount Ebel, o- (upra. 


' ver againſt them, .not unkitly. Ing (as one. of the 
Rabbs, obſerves) Qnantune. + ray Acton ma- 
 lediffionemgae difſidinume; how great'a Diſftazce theres: 
between Obedience and Diſobedience, the Bleſſing and the: 
Curſe. A vaſt Gulf, as it were, ;between them, like to 
that weread of in the Golpel, between: Abrahanes Bo- 
fome and: the. place af Torment. ' They move towards 
two. oppoſite points, and are not poſlibly to. be reconciled: 
fo. as to. meet together [in one. | 
Well, the Congregation thus ſet, we are to ſuppoſe: 
that ſome one or more of the Levites did lift up his 
voice like a Trumpet, and, as. od Almighty's. Herald Tomen fecis. 
propound the Articles of his Law and Covenant, turn- {7 2% 
ng. frit to the. Right, that is, towards Mount Gerizim, 
to utter the Benedi&ions aud Bleſſings. — But, _ 
| theſe 


th 


Aro oo oe one —— Do boapeuauroamge ew 
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theſe Bleſſings were, Moſes doth not ſpecifiez and this 


Ainſworth Spence of his in the Caſe isloak'd upon by ſomes infFru- 


tn Loc. 


AMaſius in Loc. 


P. Fagits in 


Dt; [fr 


' Five about a Myitery (in like manner as the Apoſtieto 
' the Hebrews interprets his ſilence concernmg the Genea- 


logie of Melchiſedec) leading the Sagacious Reader to 
look for them-by another, which 3s Chriit, by whom 
cometh Grace and Truth, and whom God hath. ſent 
to Bleſs us. — But, waving this conjecture though theſe 
Bleſfings are not ſpecified, it is not.to be queition'd, but. 
they were rehearſed to the People as well as the' Curſes ; 
pay, it is obſervable, where we have the Hiſtory of the: 
practiſe, in the time of Joſha, that the chief, - if zot on- 
ly, mention is made of  Benedidion, ©* as Moſes the Ser- 
<yant of the Lord had Commanded before, that they 
« ſhould Bleſs the People of Iſrael. Sola BenediGio a- 
gebatur: It was their Bleſſing all along that was deſign'd 
and aimed at; the other was but migegyzv, a thing as it 
were, by the by, Subſervient and in order to this Benedi- 


Gion, as a likely . means. to remove the impediments and 


' hindrances of it. Thoſe therefore that are verſed in the 


Jewiſh Antiquities, tell us, that the Bleſſings are partz- 
cularly to be ColleFed otlt of the Curſes here mentioned, 
anſwering to' each of them. A paxſe being made.by the 


| Levite at the'end of every Sentence or Period; bath of 


Bleſting and Curſe, that the People, on both ſides, might 
atteſt their approbation diitinly to every Article, as he 
went along, by their joyzzt Acclamations of Amen; only 
with this difference, Thoſe on Mount Gerizim beginning 
the Amen to the Bleſſmgs, and their Brethren on the 0- 
ther ſide againſt them on Mount Ebel — Or Ec- 
choing the like after them 3 Thoſe on Mount Evel again 
beginning the Amen to the Curſes, and their Brethren on 
Gerizinz repeating the ſame after them. — And it is 
not improbable but that the twelve Berediions, on the 


one ide, and the twelve MalediFzons, on the other were 
FREY _ , eng 
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pronounced alternatins , . by turn, or . Exchange, in the 


way of Antiphone or Reſponſal, ſuccinentes ſibi invicens, as mg Le 4+ 


' Joſephus hath it, The Levites ſuppoſe, firſ# beginning to- 
wards the Right with the Bleſſungs thus, © Bleſſed is he 
« that worſhippeth the true Jehova only, and no other 
« Gods befides or with him, whereunto A the Pggple 
anſwer and ſay Amen, Thoſe on Mount Gerizine begin- 
zing the ſhout, and thoſe on Mount Ebel following them 
therein. And ther, turning to the Left, (or another Le- 
vite it may be appointed for the Left) © Curſed is the 
<« man that maketh any Graven or Molten Image, &c. 
whereto A/ the People again anſwer and ſay Amen,Thoſe 
on Mount Ebel beginning the ſhout, and thoſe on Mount 
Gerizim following them in the ſame. And ther pro- 
ceeding to the Second, *Blefled is he that honoureth his 
<« Father and Mother 3 whereunto al/ the People in: like 


manner anſwer and ſay Amen, And on the otherſide, 


«Curſed is he that ſetteth light by his Father, or Mo- 
« ther : And all the People ſay Amen. — And ſo i» Order 
throughout all the ref, The Fir? plainly relates to the 


| leading Duty of man to God, which begins the Firſt Ta- & boninen. 


ble of the Law. The Secozd to that of Childrer to their 
Parents, which is alſo the Fir? of the ſecond Table. And 
then we may obſerve that the Las? is general and com- 
prehenſiue of all together. On the one ſide, ſuppoſe, © Bleſ- 
« ſed 1s he that confirmeth all the words of this Law 
&« to do them. — and on the other,— Curſed is he that 
< confirmeth not all the words ofthis Law to do them. 
« And all the People ſay Amen. | 
Which 7zterlocutory ſervice finiſhed between Prieſt 
and People, the Mzniiter, as tis probable, proceeded to 
repeat all that follows in the 28th Chapter as an agreea- 
ble Comment or Illutration upon this Bleſſing and this 
Curſe, which God had cauſed to be pronounced amon 
themand they by their Amer had conſented tothe m—_ 
an 


— 


Il 


«- 


1. Inter Deum 


2. inter filium 
&> patrem. 
Munſter in Locs 
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m 


| and equi of ; that they might the better underſtant 


Deuter. 27+ 8, 


and conſider, how much was Compriztd under either of 
them, what good things under the Blefling, and what 


evil things under the Curſe, And it is not unlikely, 
but theſe Bleſſings and Curſes, ſo diſtintly- proclaimed 
by Vods Meſlenger, and atteſted to by the People, were 
the Summary, Epitome, or Abitra&# of that Law which was 
at this time alſo engraven upon 12 great Stones very plainly, 
[in perpetuam rei memoriam] for a perpetual Remem- 


brance to them all ; The chef of thoſe Commands, which 
- they were obliged unto, thas recommended to their care- 


ful obſervance, both by the hope of Reward, and the 


fear of puniſhment. 


But, paſling by all other obſervations, -we have hers 


you ſce, a Form of worſhip preſcribed by Moſes to all the 


People, a Form of worſhip, whercin both Prieit and-Peo- 


ple were interchangeably to bear a part, and a Form of- 
eo 1, 


worſhip to be obſerved orderly and uniformly among then. 
« And all the People ſhall anſwer and ſay Amen. 

It is well, that there was none of the Spirit, or Lea- 
ven, of the Diſſertors f our time then among them. 
For they would have faid, To what purpoſe is all this Doe 
about external ayd bodily worſhip ? about . the atterin of 
an Amen? about the obſerving of ſuch Order and os 
2101ny in it? Nay, they would have gainfaid and qua- 
relfd at it, if upon zo other ground, yet meerly bec 
commanded, as an intolerable impoſition upon their liberty 
and freedom, a yoke of bondage. Alas ! It sno engage- 


Ing z0w, as it was ther , it ſeems, for al/the People, that 


they ſhall obſerve any thing preſcribed them about the ſer- 
vice of God; ſo weoroſe and untraFable they are. Set 


' them to the Right hand, they will take the. Left : Bid 
_ them Keel, or Stand up, they will Sit and Lol : Bid 
' them Anſwer to any thing, They will be Mutes. Bid 


them ſay Amer; they will rather declare, by ſome - 0- 
ther 


A 
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ther ſign or geſture, 2 diſſihe of the diſaffeFion to the wor- 
ſhip they ate preſent at. Thy are 4a all for being 
boirnd up to any thing, for obliging themſelves, or pay- 
Ing their homage and devotion to God [ concepta ver- 
boram formuli) mn any premeditate Form of words drawn 
wp to their. hands. — But that by the way. 

All I will now further enquire into about the Text 
ſhall be concerning the importance and meaning of this 
word, Amen, which the People, we may preſume, here 
uttered with a great deal of Solemnity and reverence as 
well as underflanding and affeFion. As'we Read at aro- 


ther time, * when 4 Bleſſed the Lord, the Great 


« Godz All the People anſwered Amer, Amen, with Ev 8. 6: 


* lifting up their hands and bowing their heads, and 
< worſhipping the Lord with their Faces to the Ground. 
And there was a command for that Amen too, as well as 


for this, the Amen at the end of their Doxologies, and See 1 Chron. 
praiſes and prayers, whicht re hath been tranſcrib- 15-34 © 


Pſal. 89. lt. 


ed into the Churches pradife ever  ſprrce. 106. 48. &c. 
Well, but what is the proper m 1 and interpre- I £07. 14» 16, 
tation of Amney ? Thar is, the moſt enquiry for Revel. 7+. 12. 


our 1 tion. 

\ In anffver ent 1 _ you m_ know, that it 
1s Origmally an Hebrew word, though ſince admitted b 
uſe and: caftom mto al poi Awacy, made a free yoke, 
zon as it were in all Countries, retain'd in all Tongues 
and among all People. Now in the Hebrewit hathre- 
lation unto Tizth, and fo its uſed fornetimes as a Noun, 
for Truth, it elf, but wore ufually 4s at Adverb, for Tiu- 
{y, in'confitmation 'of Trath. + 

'(1.) It is uſed as a Nowr, for Truth, Verity, Faith- 

fulneſs; So Goll wag is calld The Amer, weEngliſhit 


the God af Truth. 4. 65. I6. Thar he who © h Is Deo Amen, 
© himſelf in the Earth, ſhall Blefs himſelf in the God of * * i» 2» 
< Truth; -atid he;that +. the Earth, thall Swear 


by 


1 | ; 


Grot. in Loc 
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«by the God of Truth. It is in the Hebrew,. in and by 
God the Amen. He alone is Truth, the Very and True. 
God, in whoſe Name we are to Bleſs, anc of whoſe 
Name we are to Swear. , And thus, in. the New Teſta- - 
went, Chriit, being alſo the True God, 1s; 1n. Ike man- 
ner call'd The Amer. Rev. 3.14. © Theſe things ſaith the 
« Aer, the Faithful and True witneſs 3 where the La- 
« ter words explain the Former, the Greek pertinently 
gloſling upon the Hebrew (as chap. 1. 8.. *.I am Alpha 
« and Ozzege, the Bezinning and the Ending) The Amer, 
that.is, © The Faithful and True witneſs, or as he elſewhere 
ſtiles himſelf © The Truth. St. Fobz 14. 6. And. ſo the 
word is ufed too by St. Paul, apply'd. to the Promiſes. 
of Gad through him. 2.Cor.1.20.. < All the promiſes of 
* God are in him, yea and in him Amer. te. [ruth and 
Truth; moſt certain, pexfe&: and infallible Truth. . - 
But then (21y..) it is moi? frequently uſed. Adverbially, 
and then,, as I ſaid, the importance af it is Truly or 
Verily, as we often render it. And this is the primary 
ſignification. and.uſe of. it, as a word of Vehement aſſeve- 
ration or earneſt affirming. Thus ut St. Matthew cþ. 24, 
47. © Amen I ſay unto you. So itis in the Original, We 
Engliſh it © Yerily, But then in St.: Luke. ch,.12. 44. 
where the ſame thing is repeated,the GreekVaries, «ants; 
that is, Truly, 31 Truth, or,..as we there Engliſh zt, © OF 
*4 Truth 1 ſay nnto you. -— 1n another. place we find it 
rendred. by ve}, which 1s,. in Greek, the Hdwverb of Af 
firming, anſwerable to the Latines, Etianr, amd. our Tea; 
(as where Chriſt injoyns, let. your Communication. bg 
yea yea, &c, St. Matth.5) Thus in St. Matthew ch; 23, 
36.. * Armen TI ſay unto. you, we read it, *Verdly. But 
It is 1n St. Luke ch, 11.51, 1%: *Tea T. ſay unto you, 
though in: our. Tranſlation: we: have; #0 aotice of it. 
— Sometimes we find both the Greek and Hebrew put to+ 
gether. So.n the place before quoted, * All. the roms 
Eg . 


bl 
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Tes in him 'gea, and inhim Amen. 73 vat, 71 dwirs for 
the Noxr: and ſo for the Adverb too. Revel. 1. 7. Be- 
hold, he-cometh with Clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 
<« him, &c. 14,4 wir,,< Tea, Amen. We read it, Ever fo 
Amen. And this was uſually 3ygeminated by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, when he was. moſt carneſt in his afſeverations. 
Amen, Amen : or Verily, Verily 1 ſay unto you. St. Fohe 
3. 3. and 5. 14.12. 16.23, &Cc. 

From all this now we gather, that Amen is mit pro- 
perly a note of Affirmation. And, when it comes at the 
end of a Sentence, we are to:conftrue it according to the 
anatter going before it, If it be any thing poſſztively de- 
clared-from God; then Amer, 1s the Subſcription or Seal 
as it were of onr Faith added to it, Thus we have itat 
the end of our Creed; Amen, that 1s our Creed over a- 
gain in one word. * So Þ believe, Ten=vwires, as Aquila & 
Syurmachus lometimes render it.' * Aſſuredly, ſo its. 


;— © The- Creator, faith St. Paxl, - who is Bleſſed for e- Rom. 1. 26. 
vermore, Amer, yer, that he 3s.” — If it be matter of 


Defrre or Prayer, Then it is all the Prayer repeated again 
#1 one word, which the Greek turns by, Y#%% the La- 
tines by, Fiat, we in Engliſh, © ſo be it, T come quick- 
<ly; faith Chrift : Amer, faith the Apoſtle, come Lord 
Jeſus, that is, [ both believe and deſire-it, So the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah. Gol having ſaid, * obey my voice, that 


« I may perform the Oath, - which I have Sworn to your /"* *': 5 


Fathers, &c. — Then anſwerd/I (faith he ) and ſaid, 
Amen; O Lord, We read it, *So be it, O Lord. It 1s 
an expreſſion both of Faith in Gods promiſes, and De- 
ſire to enjoy them. But in another place of that Pro- 
phet it denotes deſtre alone and by it « ſelf without any 
belief or perſwaſion of the Truth of what went before. 
Thus, when Harariah had Prophecied fallly. the return 


of the Veſſels and of Fechoniah, Jeremiah, to exprels ;,, 


his good wiſhes only, though he kzew and foretold the 
& C 2 Contra- 


Rev. 22. 20. 


15 


28. 6. 
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Contrary, faith uponit ; © Amer, The Lord do ſo. The 
« Lord __ the words which thou bait promifed. — qd. 
:This would pleaſe me very well; and This is matter of my 
hearty wiſhes too, if ſo it pleaſed God. EI | 
Amen, Originall —— is Afrrmantis, a 
word of Faith and perſwaſion, aftirming or aſlenting to 
the trath of what is ſaid. But ſomettmesit is moreover 
according to what goes before it, Optarztis, .a word of 
wiſhing and deſiring, or Concedentis & ratune habentic, 
a note of confent and ratification, And that is the chief 
notion under which we areto look upon it throughout 
the Churches Service. As a Subſcription of him that u- 
ſeth it to that which went before z as a Teſtimony of his 
aſſent and conſent thereunto ; and accordingly ſometimes 
not only his Faith and perfwaſtor, but his wiſhes and de- 
fires. Amen all the end of our prayers and praiſes is, 
So be it. At the end of our Creeds, Sozt is. Andin like 
manner, whenſoever _ goes before it, as in 
theſe Sentences —- © Curſed is the man, who doth ſo and 
ſo. Amer is, So we believe. Hereby thereforethe pec 
ple Saying Amen to theſe Curſes, as before to the Bleſſmngs, 
did opemly teitifie their firm belief of what had been pro- 
nounced in the name of God; (et to their Seal, that God 
was true, and as his promiſes of Bleſſing to be embrac- 
ed, fo his threatnings of Curſe to be feared. They did 
hereby declare publickly their aſſent to the truth and F- 
quity of them all; that it was but juſt and fitting that, 
whoſoever among them did foand fo tranſgrefs, ſhould 
fo and ſo be puniſhed; The diſobedient accurſed, as 
the obedient Blefled; and upon the whole they gave 
up their full conſent to the Law of God, eitabliſhed and 
ratified with theſe Bleſſings in it to the Obedient, and Cur- 
fes to the Niſobedient, as all Laws are with the People 
fanttions of due Rewards and Puniſhments. 
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They did not therefore, as hong ein urmiſe, here- 
in wages: Curſe themſelves, or wiſh theſe Curſes aþ- 
ſolurely to light upon themfehues; No morethan he that 
conſenteth to any Laiy, that hath. a penele annexed 
toit. He only faithin effect, I conſent to the Law thus 
promulged; Iyield to the juſtice and oy of this pu- 
niſhment upon the breach of it ; and think thoſe wor- 
thy of the puniſhment who ſhall preſume to break it.. 
But, all the while, the ſcope, deſign and intention of 
the Law is Obedience and a Bleſſing upon that Obedience ; 
and the puniſhment annexed only to deter fromthe wio- 
lation of it. But then-indeed, upon a ſuppoſition of ſuch 
a wicked violation, we declare further, that the pexa/- 
ty is but juſt and righteous ; nay, and we do voluntarily 


expoſe our ſelves to the Infliftion of it, by conſenting to 


the Law ſo eſtabliſhed. at 

And that now was the chiefdeſign of what was here 
preſcribed — © And all the People ſball anſwer and ſay, 
_ ** Amen. viz. openly to teſtifie their Conſent, as hath 
been ſaid, to the Law of God that had this penalty or 


. Curſe by him annexed to the breach of it ; and ſo to. 


euter themſelves ſolemnly into Covenant with God,in hopes 
of his. Bleſſing, and'in dread of his Curſe, both: which 
were ſet before them; thus to vow and ſwear fealty to Gods 
Laws, and bind their Souls with a Bond anto him; as the 
P/almift faith of himſelf, © T have Sworn to keep thy 


< righteous Judgments. — And every vow and Oath 7% t19- 


wade unto God doth neceſſarily end in a Curſe upon our 
ſelves, if” me break it, as Plutarch well notes ; a Curſe 
which by qur perjurie we pull down upon our ſelves, 
and may 1na ſort too, namely, vp that [uppoſition, be 
{aid before-hand to Jap Ate... S 
took an Oath'of the Prieſts to do according to their pro- 
miſe of Reſtitntion. ch. 5. * He ſhook his Lap and faid, 

« ſþ Gad ſhake out every man from. his honls, 08 
| | rom 


"BP: 


——— 
[5 X4TLoav © 
TEASUTE THS. 
61g nite 
recate.. . So: when Nehemiah Rom. Queſt. 
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«from his Labour, that performeth not” this promiſe, 


&« eyen thus be he ſhaken out and' emptyed ! And all- 
*the people {aid Amer,” and praiſed the Lord and did. 
< according to this promiſe. 11.13. Yet here they did 
not properly Curſe themſelves, neither, but teſtified their 


belief, that God world ſo Curſe the Diſobedient, and that 


It was juſt and Righteons that ſo he ſhould, whoever they: 


were, and hereupon were moved to Obedience.  Or,. it 
may be, there was thus much more in It ; they did Oblige 


themfelves under aCurſe to this Obedience, as every one 


that appeals to God Almighty as witneſs and Fudge in 


a Caſe doth ; ſaying in a manner, God ao thus and thus. 
tome, if 1 perform not. - And yet, all the while, this 
is not any wncharitable Curſing of our ſelves, but a moſt. 
charitable obliging our ſelves in the higheſt manner we can 
to our bounden duty, by the Belief -and dread of that Curſe, 


which otherwiſe we loak for : As we find'it expreſt'inthat 


ſolemn Covenant with God, which Nehemiah Cauſed; 
the Jews to Seal unto, © They 'enter'd into'a Curſe and 


*intoan Oath to walk in Gods Law. ch. 10. 29. 


And thus now I have given you an account of the 
Pattern before us, the Divine inſtitwtion and appointment 


' among the Jews, and their prattiſe according to it. It 


See Dr. Com- 
ber on this Of- 
fice.Compan.to 
Temple. part. 


4+ Þ» SSI, &C 


remains only, that I ſhew you »ext, as briefly as I can, 
how far we alſo may be ſtill concernd in it. 

And Firf, in the General,ſhould we = it to have 
been wholly and purely Ceremonial, a poſſitiye and pecu- 
liar Ordinance of God for his People the Fews only, yet 
thus certainly it becomes us all, both to think and ſpeak 
with all Modeſty and Revererce of it, as ſuch; God him- 
ſelf having Commanded that the Curſes of his' Law 
ſhould be rhas orderly and diſtinatly denounced by the 
Levites;and that all the Peopleat the hearing of tHem, 
ſhould as diſtinQly and audibly anſwer and ſay, Amen. 


We muſt not therefore preſume to Condema this, ei-_ 


ther 


es 


/ 
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ther. for. a 7ooliſo-- 08.4. micked appointment., We muſt 
take heed, how we Blaſ; 
by the little. Cavils and 
and foreſtalPd apprehenſions. To this height of impiety 
dorh the zealous. hatred of ſome againſt the. Liturge 
bring chem. What otherwiſe they pretend to Rewe- 
rence in their Bibles, they moſt ignorantly reproach and 
diſpute az ainſt in the Common-prayer-book.. & | 
But then, Secondly, though there were confeſledly. 


ſome particular Circumſtances in this Caſe that belong- 
ed to the Jews only, (ſuch as the. diviſron of their Tribes - 


after that manner upon the two oppoſite Mountains and the 
like ) yet the Subſt ance of the thing it ſelf is manifeſtly 
{uch as carries a.great deal:of natural Equity and uſeful 
morality in it; and is the rather to be imitated by us; 
becauſe God hath gone before in preſcribing of it to 
this very purpoſe of engaging and promoting Obedience. 
among his antient People ; Obedience being unto us, 4s 
well zs unto, them, the way to Bleſſing, and Diſobedience 
to-us,. as well 7s unto them, the way to a.Curſe. | 
As.for. the Laws of eternal Equity and Righteouſneſs, 
our Bleſſed Saviour came not to deſtroy or pt an end to 
them, but mMg&Tz1, more fully to Preach and more effettu- 


ally to preſs them upon the World.. And as to matters of 


Order and decencie amongthe People, though of parti- 
cular and poſitive inſtitution,we may obſerve 4 frequent 
imitation in the Chriſtian Charch under tle New Teſta-- 
ment, without any challenge. for. ſo doing. We Re- 
hearſe,zheir Deealogue as the Rule of our Lives. The ve- 


b; Petitions of the Lords Prayer had been uſedin their 
E 


votions: The materials of both: Sacraments, the. wa- 
ter o Baptiſm, the Loaf and Cup in the Lords Supper 
took their riſe fromthem; Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons 
in the, Government of the Chiarch 
reſembled to their. High-Priefs, Prieſbs, and Levites. 


{poems and affront God Almighty : 
xceptions of our prejudiced - 


are by the Fathers 
Andi 
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* Ur ſoms * Ad the very mintcr and order of worſhippilig Gol im 
traditions 4- their Synagogues, for R—_ the Holy Scriptares, 
—_—_ _ Prayers, as the Learned F know, hath been readily Co 
T:/lamento, Þied ont in the Churches of Chriſt; — No wonder there- 
| Nat —_ fore, that 'o4r RE 'Church was eaſily G_ ” 
ee Tn. 43 imitktion of this moſt uſeful Diſcipline likewiſe, which 
plo nie hath Gods - Rows *l os Ve great wo of all 
691 Zpiſcoph our Lives) ſtamped, as it were, in Legble Charatters up- 
Preſojtert © on the forehead of it. | | 
dicant in Ee: Tt tends apparently to the Honour of God and his Laws, 
+ cut thus to have the 'Equity Truth and Righteouſneſs of 
+ Totun Regi- them made known, proclaimed, and acknowledged : 
gn _—_ And it tends as apparently to promote Rig breonforfs and 
confomatum J/ertue in us, thus diſtinatly to own and profeſs our 
fuit ad ſmage- firm. belief, that all the Laws of God are Righteous = 
_ em tim Good, and that the SanQtions of them are all juſt and 
Grat.in 4.14 equal ; and we left ivexcuſable upon the Tranſgreſſion 
of them, It is therefore 4 wery fitting means and help, 
you ſee, both to Glorifie God and. to promote our own good 
and happineſs ; to bring us to Repentance, for what is 
paſt, ang to keep us in Obedzence, for the time to 
come. | 
Nor hath this TranſaQtion any thing in it that is re- 
pugnant or unſuitable to the Times of the Goſpel, more 
than of the Lawzto the Chriſtian worſhip, any more than 
to the Jewiſh. | 
« Chriſt, it is true, hath taken away the Curſe of 
«the Law, being made a Curſe for us, as the Apoſtle 
hath it. There is zo diſpute of that. And fo it was 
then too, in Type and figure, ſhadowed forth and adumi- 
revel. 13.8, brated in their Sacrifices : He being the © Lamb ſlain 
* from the Foundation of the World, and the ſubſtance 
of all thoſe ſhadows. But this is only ſtill with reſpett 
unto True Penitexts; that is, thoſe who ſincere _ 
pent of their former Diſobedience, and as ſincerely -» 
olve 


Gal. 3+ 13» 
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folve'and endeavour” to reform' and amend for the ful 
fure. As to al others, who bid God defiance, 'and fin, 
elati mann, with anhand lift up againſt Heaven, as it 
were daring the Almighty to puniſhthem, the Curſe 
of the Law holds: #4 i» force; and all the Acts of 
wilful fin and Diſobedience are, no /e/5 zow than before, 
under the Sentence of Gods Curſe. And 'we ought 
every one. zo believe and Confeſs this, till by the tight of 
our Curſed wretched and miſerable Eſtate, dy reaſon 
of Sin,we are brought unto Repentance and Reformatt- 
on, and {0 qualified for the Pardon and Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel off Grace through Jeſus Chriſt. Then we areal- 
ſured, that there {hall be'no mnation to us, who 
walk © not after the ÞFleſh, but after the Spirit; but 
we ſhall moſt certainly be deliver'd from the Execu- 
tion of all thoſke 'Threatnings, not becauſe there is zo 
truth and certainty in them, but in regard that our Re- 
deemer, by his merit and ſatisfattion hath purchaſed for 
ns a Relexſe' mndinmunity from then, We are yet.to 
declare « ftedfaft beliefe i the Truth and certainty of theſe 
Carſes; thereby to own what our ſins deſerve at Gods 
hands, and moſt juſtly expoſe us to; and admire the 
patience and forbearance of God towards us; and they 
are to be as-4 School-maſter toleall us unto Chriſt for de- 
lwverance from them, and'as 4 Tutor 4nd Monitor of the 
great obligation we have to him our Redeemer ; They are 
alſo to bring us to 4 true and ſerious Humiliation for all 
our Tranſereſſions, and to wars us againſt them for the 
time to come, For, notwithſtanding the Bleſſzzzo of the 
Goſpel,” we are yet, if we take not heed, liable to 4 
Curſe alſo, if we are wilfully Diſobedient to it ; nay 
and 4 greater and ſadder Curſe and Condemnation, than the 
L aw ever pronounced,becaule the Bleſſzng to us is by many 
degrees greater, than what was ſet before them. As we 
have berter promiſes, fo we- have allo a ſorer Joi 
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held forth unto us, as the Apoſtle to: the Hebrews, more 
than once, intimateth. * How ſhall we eſcape, if we 
© negleCt fo great Salvation ? ch. 2. Andof how much 
<« forer puniſhment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought ' 
* worthy, who hath trodden under. foot the Blood of 
« the Son of God, &c ? ch, to. The Goſpel is not made 
up altogether of comforts and promiſes, as ſome miſtake 
it, but hath its Threats and Terrors alſo. © knowing 
* therefore the Terror of the Lord we perſwade men 
2 Cor. 5.1T. © | 

Both the Bapti/?, Chrifts fore-runner, and our Bleſ- 
{ed Saviour himſelf too, call upon us to © Repent, that 
« we may flie from wrath; and tell us, that the Axe 
« 15 now laid to the root of the Trees, ſo that every 
* Tree which bringeth not. forth gqod Fruit is to be 
* hewen duwn, and caſt into the Fire ; and that unlefs 
* we Repent we ſhall all periſh. — In that famous Ser- 
201 of onr Lords upon the Mount, we have him not on- 
ly, as it were upon Mount Geriz uttering the Beats. 
rudes or Bl:ſſings to his Diſciples. St. Mater. 5. © Blet- 
© fed are the poor in Spirit.Bleſſed are they that mourn. 
* Bleſſed are the meek. Bleſſed are they that hunger 
© and thirſt after Righteouſneſs. © Bleſſed are the mer- 
* cifal. 'Bleſſed are the pure in heart. Blefled are the 
* Peace-makers, Bleſſed are they that are perſecuted 
< for Righteouſneſs-ſake. But, if we compare St. Luke 
ch. 6. We find him alſo as it were upon Mount Eba/,to 
denounce unto others 4 contrary Wo and Curſe. © But 
* Wo unto you that are Rich. Wo unto you that are 
© full. Wounto you that Laugh now. Wounto you 
« when all men ſpeak well of you. — As elſewhere 
we find him uttering many Woes againſt the Hypocrits- 
cal Seribes and Phariſees, and thoſe that Repented not at 


Se. Luke 11. the fight of his mighty works among them. And, when he 
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vouchlafes to give us an account of the Judgment ir 
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Loft dey he lets us underſtand, how all men then ſhall 
be divided and: ſeparated, \as the Children of I/r el, nom 


were,! the Rjghreous, that is the. Sops of the FreerMWo. | 


1141; the Faithful Diſciples -of Chriſt, as it; were on 
Gerizimat the Right handto receive a Blyſzng, but the 
unrighteous, that is the Bond-Slaves of Sin and Satan, 
as it. were on Ebal, at the Left hard to receive the Curſe, 


St. Marth. 25, © Then ſhall the King ſay unto.thema on 


&« his Right hand, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father. wer. 
& 34. Then ſhall he fay alſo unto them on the Left- 
* hand, Depart from me ye Curſed. — wer. 41.So that, 
yau ſee, the Goſpel it ſelf hath its Sentences both of: Bleſ- 
ſing and Curſing ; And there 1s an Amen too, you ma 
chloe, at the end of all the Four Evangeliſts, whi 
relates to all things Contained in them, Woes and Curſes, 


as well as Blafe 75, to teſtifie the Certainty of both, St. Luke 24. 
of bot 


h in:the Church of Chriſt. Amen, Se. Fobn.21.25 


that is,' This is. the Goſpel of Truth., Ve ſay commonly, 


and the Belie 


as True as Goſpel, And both of them ſhall be made'good 
to the full at-the © Day of the Revelation of the Righ- 
© trons Tudgment of God; when all Nations ſhall be 
<o-ather'd before the Great'Judge,, and he {ball ſepa- 
*rate.them one from another, as,;a ſhepherd divideth 
&© his Sheep-from the Goats, and ſet the. Sheep on: his 
6 Right hand, (that is, as hath been ſaid, on Gerizim) 
** andithe' Goats on the Lef?,; (thats, on Ehal.) When 
our ng Hy Tom. ' Heaven; with his 
& mighty Angels,in flaming fire taking Vengeance'on 
Ply => now not God and obey -— che Goſpel of 
< our Loxd. Jeſus: Chriſt; but to be glorified in his Saints 
« and/admired-in all them that 'C. 02m 2 Theſ. 1. 


-.; This:laſtitution--therefore, amoang,the.Jews, which 


gives us Remembrance and. Repreſentation of theſe things 
Is not any, more - unſuitable to. the times of the Goſpe!, 
than to hoſe of. the Law ; For; we are all *©: xe59» 
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wnder the Law to Chriſt. It is as fit now as they, that we 
ſhould attexd to the whole will of God, his Curſes no leſs 
than Bleſſings.” *Tis as fit ow as then, that we ſhould 
ſet the Amen of onr ' Faith to each of them; anſwering 
unto every Sentence in the Holy word of God, Azz, 
and ſo confeſſing with our months, that we believe it un- 
feigueadly in our hearts. © To the intent, as it follows 
*©1n our Chxrch Service, that, _ admoniſhed of the 
$« great indignation of God againſt ſinners,” we may 
© the rather be moved unto earneſt and true Repen- 
* tance; and may walk more warily in thefe dange- 
* rous dayes; fleeing from ſuch vices, for which we 
L -— mim our own mouths the:Curſe of God to be 
£ que. | 

Mark here, I beſeech you, the p/a/z Reſolution of our 
Amen to Gods ſeveral Curſes. It 1s not uncharitably to 
Curſe our ſelyes or-others ; No, all is i# order to a Bleſ- 
£2, that we may every one carry a fhare of the Bleſ- 
ſing home with us. It is only to affirm with our mouths, 
the Truth of the Divine Curſes ; That the Curle is due 
to ſuch and ſuch Tranfgrefſors by , Gods appointment. 
That it is moſt certain all {ſuch Sinners are really ac- 
curſed /by God, under his 'Curſe, while they continue 
ſuch ; and have no poſſibility of removing that Curſe, 
but by a ſpeedy RE and Return to God for par- 
don and forgiveneſs through Jeſus Chrift, that by and 
in him they may be Bleſſed; for ever 'Bleſſed by bemg 
firſt faved from their Sins, and turd fran+ their iniqui- 
tieg.——God of old declared his great Indignation agamſt 
thoſe, © who hearing the words of his Curſes, ſhould 
« yet bleſs themfelves intheir hearts,ſaying I ſhall/ have 
<«peace;thoughT walk in the imagination of mine heart 
to add drunkenneſs to thirſt : The +Lord, faith X/cs, 
< will not ſpare fuch a man, but all the Curſes in this 
« book ſhall lie upon him. Dexter. 29. 18. 19. 'Fhe 
| Prophet 


1 Lara \. 


Propher J/aizh proclaims it, once and agciv. There is 
*< no ray faith the Lord, untathe: wicked: ch.:48: 22.1 
© 57 


. 21. ** Let no man deceive you with vain ).- 


and c 
«words, faith the Apoſtle, for becauſe of theſe things 
« cometh the wrath of God upon the Children of Dif- 
&« obedience. . Epheſ.5.6. And when they ſhall ſay peace 
<«:and ſafety, then ſudden deſtruQtion cometh upon 
them; as Travel upon a Woman with Child,and they 


-< ſhall not eſcape. x Theſ.5. 3. It is of great concern- 


ment to us therefore, i» time to ſee and underſtind and 
believe and be ſenſible of the Curſed State which our ſins 
neceſſarily and unavoidably involve us in, and toj _ 
« and condemn our ſelves, that we may. anticipate the 
judgment of the Lord, that we may not be then con- 
demned by him; and that we may 
ally to humble our ſelves in this day of grace, and fea- 
ſon lent us for Repentance, to deprecate all his difplea- 
ſure againſt us, and'obtain acceptance and favonr with 
him through his Beloved. 

It is not we, alas | that make Obedience a Bleſſed thing, 


or a a Curſed thing. *Tis all one for that, 


whether we Believe it, or not ; Whether we ſay and own 
7t, or not. The Bleſſing and Curſe are, both of them, 
already pronounced from God. They" are the Sentences 
of his -Curſe' contained in the Holy Scriptiires, the Infal- 
lible. word of him, that cannot lye; and g ather”d out 


thente only for onr cavuition' and warning. Our Amen ad-- 
dd to them'is but a fitting' declaration, that thoſe whons: 
God hath Bleſſed are certuinly Blefſed ; and thoſe whom he' 


hath Curſed are as certainly Curſed; ſaying with our Lips 

that we believe this in our hearts, whi 

ed infidels if we believe not. © | 

bable and likely »ears to prevent the danger by ſhewing 

of it to ws; to bring us, as hath been ſaid, toan hear- 
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ty Repentance for all that is pait.and a through amend-* 
ment for the time to come, that fo. we:may avoid the? 
Curſe and inherit the Bleſſing ; that taking this leiſurely : 
admonitioa of Gods fierce diſpleaſure againit ſuch and ſuch - 
Sinners, Viz. (ldolaters, Diſobedient to Parents and Go 


vernors, Unjuſt, Cruel, Malicious, Unclean, Uncharita- 


ble, Covetous, and ſuch-like, who do err and go aſtray - 


from the Commands of God, the paths of piety, Righ- 
reouſneſs and Sobriety, and. walk in the High-Road to de- 
ſtruQtion) we may the rather be moved to an earneſt 


and true Repentance in all theſe particulars for the groſs. 


miſcarriages we have been guilty of; and for the future 
awakened and ſtir'd up to take greater hzed unto our 
ſelves, and walk circumſpetty, eſpecially in theſe dange- 
rous dayes, wherein there are ſo many bad examples, in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation ; flee- 
ing from thoſe ſeveral Vices, for which we have affirmed 


with our own. months, (and therefore affirmed with our 


mouths, becauſe we believe in our hearts) the Curſe of God ' 


zs dueas it is clearly and plainly legible in his Holy word. 

There can be nothing of i»2p:ezy, or folly, nothing of 
antiquated Tudaiſm,or innovating Popery;and Superſtition 
certainly in a// rhis, Nay, I muſt pronounce. upoz the 
whole, that there is a——_ which keeps perſons from 
an hearty Compliance with ſo wholſome 4 Service, but 
either : Firſt, ' he not underſtanding. of it aright. Or, Se- 
condly,{ome ſerret love reſerved to their own Sins, which 


makes them backward and vewrelng thus to enter into , 


a ſacred vow and covenant with under a Curſe a- 
gainſt them. For otherwiſe the Benefit of this Devo- 
tion is moſt Conſpicuous. What more prevailing mo- 
tive can there poſſibly be both to Repextance and Re- 
formation, than this Remembrance of the dreadful Fudg- 


ment of God hanging over our heads, whilſt we continue in ' 
Sin, and alvayes ready to fall npon us, prompting of us. 


therefore, 


\ 
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therefore, as the only remedy and way to eſcape, forthwith 
fo return pre God, with all contrition and meekneſs 


of heart, bewailing and lamenting our wicked life, ac- 


knowledging and confeffing our vated offences to 
him, and ſeeking tobring forth Fruits becoming peni- 
tents. | 

And, Thus if we do, as the excellent Homily of the 
Church aſſures us in the Cloſe, © Chriſt will deliver us 
« from the Curſe of the Law, and from the extreme ma- 
& /ediftion, which will light upon them that ſhall be 
< ſet on the Left hand; and he will ſet us at his Right 
« hand, and give us the gracious bexediition of his Fa- 
&« ther, commanding us to take poſſeſſion of his moſt 
< glorious Kingdom. 

*« Unto which he vouchſafe to bring us all for his In- 
© finite mercy ! Amer. 


